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Spring can be a very exhilarating time to fly and it can be full of surprises.

One beautiful spring day some time back I took my young son out for a flight in 
a J-3 Cub. There were a few scattered cotton ball clouds at low level. I asked 
him if had ever been above the clouds. He said he had not but thought it would 
be interesting. We climbed up well above the clouds and maneuvered over one 
of them so he could see the top of the cloud. The air was cool and smooth. 
Then suddenly the brilliant blue of the sky was foggy and all we could see was 
the blurred glare of the sun. A “cotton ball” had swallowed us in an instant. (No 
gyros and no electrical system) I flew toward the sun and quickly broke out of 
the cloud. What a surprise! I had no idea that a cloud could grow so rapidly on 
such a calm and sunny morning. We immediately dropped down below the 
clouds and stayed well clear lest we be sucked up into one.

This was a microscopic demonstration of what can turn into a thunderstorm. As 
many of you know that as we watch cumulonimbus clouds form, the edges are 
quite sharp and well defined. As they decay or diminish the edges are fuzzy and 
less well defined. Can we draw any conclusions from that? The short answer is 
Yes! – Run. Thunderstorms often are in the building and decaying phase at the 
same time in different parts of the same cell. They have tremendous energy 
being released in the form of lightening, hail, and winds. We’ve all read about 
Microburst accidents and hail destruction in flight and loss of control and the 
plane falling apart.

There has been a lot of research done on thunderstorms and there is still a lot 
to be learned. I heard a report from a thunderstorm research pilot that had 
experience as a hurricane hunter. He said he’d take a hurricane over a West 
Texas thunderstorm any day. He penetrated a thunderstorm in a specially built 
glider to measure vertical wind currents. Their equipment pegged at 350 knots 
up and an adjacent current down at the same speed. He said the plane just 
rolled uncontrollably until it was free from the vertical winds. It is these winds 
that develop the large hailstones. A stone will fall and build only to be brought 
back to high altitude by an updraft to grow some more. Hail can be thrown out 
the tops of the clouds and fall in clear air.

One afternoon on a cross country trip from Taos to Lubbock there were storms 
in the pass so we went south to Santa Fe then east to Lubbock. As we cleared 
the mountains we could see thunderstorms developing out on the plains. As we 
neared Clovis AFB we were near two very large storms with tops at 45 and 50 

Look Out For Cotton Balls

Cotton Balls, continued on page 5

by Dick Stephens (TFC Safety Officer)
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Updates on the 
maintenance work 

done on our aircraft 
over  the past month.

TFC Fleet Statistics

Fleet Maintenance
N6368K
06/09/10 Flap circuit breaker received.
06/18/10 Flap operation restored. Nose wheel 
yoke ordered.
06/29/10 Flap switch wiring corrected.
06/30/10 50 hour oil change.

N7929U
06/02/10 New nose tire installed.
06/10/10 new throttle cable installed.
06/23/10 replaced rivets in cowling.
06/25/10 50 hour oil change
06/28/10 left nav light bulb replaced.
06/30/10 replaced landing light, beacon and 
strobe switches.

N737TY
06/03/10 50 hour oil change. AOT gage mount. 
Visor tightened. New main tire.
06/11/10 New pilots PTT switch installed. OBS 
indicator removed for repair.
06/21/10 Door armrest pad re glued.
06/29/10 Cowling fastener replaced. Right fuel 
cap gasket replaced.

N733NB
06/18/10 Annual inspection completed.
06/28/10 left flap roller adjusted.

7508J
06/04/10 Oil sump drain valves installed and 50 
hour oil change. Steering checked.
06/30/10 rebuilt AI on order.

This table shows the total logged tach-hours for each of the TFC aircraft.

New Taxi Rules Take Effect
As of June 30th, the FAA has issued new rules 
concerning taxiing. In an effort to improve 
runway safety, when a ground controller gives 
you taxi instructions to taxi to a runway, you 
are no longer allowed to cross all other 
runways and taxiways en route to that runway.  
Instead the contoller must issue you a specific 
instruction to cross every runway before you 
are allowed to do so.

The best way to think about this is to consider 
each set of hold-short lines you encounter as a 
stop sign and to wait until the controller gives 
you the go ahead before proceeding.  Out at 

McKinney, there will be no changes. KTKI only has one runway and there’s nowhere that the 
taxiways and runways cross one another.  However, if you go to another towered airport, that 
has more than one runway be aware of the rule change.
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optional Wings seminar. Contact Shaun Lutton, 
261-655-4500. Website Event ID: 14283

Aug 21 — Houston, TX. William P. Hobby Airport (KHOU). 
Wings & Wheels - Experimental Aircraft Day!. Many 
hundreds of hours of work go into building your own 
aircraft at home. Even if you start with a kit, there is still a 
tremendous amount of fabrication and assembly to be 
done. But, if you ask anyone who has built their own 
airplane, it is worth it for at the end, you have an airplane 
that is custom-fit and custom-designed to your choosing. 
Join us on this day to see some of these home-built custom 
creations, as well as many other Experimental-category 
airplanes! Contact Megan Lickliter-Mundon, 713-454-1940. 
Email Website Event ID: 13673

Sep
Sep 2 - 6 — North Little Rock, AR. North Little Rock 
Municipal (ORK). EAA Ford Tri-Motor Tour Stop. Chapter 
165 hosts the Ford Tri-Motor over labor day weekend.. You 
can book a flight on this historic airliner. Details on the 
website at www.flytheford.org Contact Doug McDowall, 501 
758-1668. Email Website Event ID: 14504

July
Jul 26 - Aug 1 — Oshkosh, WI.  EAA Airventure 2010!!! 

Aug
Aug 7 — Addison, TX. Addison Airport (ADS). Free BBQ 
Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invites 
you and a friend to spend a fun-filled afternoon at the 
airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your 
passion for aviation. Enjoy a free BBQ lunch and stay for the 
optional Wings seminar. All attendees will be given a 
certificate for 2 hours free VFR or IFR simulator session. 
Contact Mitch McCormack, 972-407-0295. Website Event 
ID: 14284

Aug 7 — Pineville, LA. Pineville Municipal Airport (2L0). EAA 
Chapter 614 Pancake Breakfast. The best breakfast around. 
All you can eat - Pancakes, eggs, hash browns, sausage, grits, 
biscuits, gravy, coffee, milk or juice. Contact Nick 
Nicewarner, 318-452-0919. Email Website Event ID: 13431

Aug 7 — Spring, TX. Hooks Airport (DWH). Free BBQ 
Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invites 
you and a friend to spend a fun-filled afternoon at the 
airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your 
passion for aviation. Enjoy a free BBQ lunch and stay for the 

TFC Board Meeting Updates
Fall Private Pilot Ground School
We are beginning to organize for the Fall 
Private Pilot Ground School. We will have flyers 
and begin advertising when we have more 
details nailed down.

Demo Flight Gift Certificates
Gift certificates for demo flights are available 
for $59 each.  To purchase one, contact a club 
officer and/or an instructor.

Aircraft Cleaning
The Aircraft cleaning was a great success last 
month.  Look for some kind of aircraft cleaning 
event about once per month as long as the 
weather is good.

Fuel Price Adjustments To Be 
Reviewed Monthly
The Board voted in favor of reviewing the fuel 
prices at Cutter Aviation and automatically 
adjusting the rental and fuel reimbursement 

rates accordingly on the 1st of every month as 
long as there is a mimimum 5 cent change. For 
other adjustments to the rental rates (i.e. 
maintenance, insurance, hangar/tiedown fees) 
will be discussed and voted on during our 
monthly board meetings. If the need arises to 
adjust the fuel mid-month due to a sharp 
increase, we will take the appropriate measures 
as the board sees fit to maintain the 
sustainability of the club.

One way to save money while flying is to refuel 
offsite at a nearby airport.  Turn in your receipt 
and we will reimburse you at our club rate.

Unaccounted For Aircraft Time
We are looking at increased security measures 
for the unaccounted for time in the aircraft.  
Please be vigilant if you see someone strange 
around the airplanes as you go flying.

Regional Aviation Events Calendar

http://www.americanflyers.net/
http://www.americanflyers.net/
http://www.aopa.org/airports/KHOU
http://www.aopa.org/airports/KHOU
mailto:info@1940airterminal.org
mailto:info@1940airterminal.org
http://www.1940airterminal.org/
http://www.1940airterminal.org/
http://www.aopa.org/airports/ORK
http://www.aopa.org/airports/ORK
http://www.flytheford.org
http://www.flytheford.org
mailto:dougmcdowall@msn.com
mailto:dougmcdowall@msn.com
http://www.flytheford.org/
http://www.flytheford.org/
http://www.aopa.org/airports/ADS
http://www.aopa.org/airports/ADS
http://www.americanflyers.net/
http://www.americanflyers.net/
http://www.aopa.org/airports/2L0
http://www.aopa.org/airports/2L0
mailto:nick.nicewarner@cleco.com
mailto:nick.nicewarner@cleco.com
http://www.eaa614.com/
http://www.eaa614.com/
http://www.aopa.org/airports/DWH
http://www.aopa.org/airports/DWH
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TFC Member News & Notes
Be sure to tell your friends how great it is 
to be in the club!!!! Welcome to our new 
members!

• Paxton Parker

If you have an important milestone or an 
interesting event (passed a checkride, got 
an endorsement, etc) Please let us know 
so we can pass it on to your fellow 
members.

Congrats on your first solo!

• Jayesh Tolia 6/5/2010

• Shiho Shigeto 6/6/2010

Congrats to our newest private pilot!

•  Karen Quiroz - 6/22/2010

Congrats to Ted Wilson on recently 
earning his CFI Instruments Rating

TFC Instructors
Name Instructor Ratings Contact Schedule

Richard Klein M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-424-2307 7 days a week.

Mike Baulch M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV, SES 972-843-2208

Dinu Catona M CFI, CFII 469-214-7549
619-925-1118

Calvin Coffey M CFI, CFII, MEI, SES, ATP 972-547-6711 weekends and some weeknights

Hank Eilts M CFI, CFII, CONV 214-480-3581 weekends and weekday evenings

Rich Graham M CFI, ATP 972-491-0011 7 days a week

Art Jones M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-346-2646

Robert Niedwiecki M CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP 972-390-3363

Sherman Ratliff M CFI, CFII 469-220-5283 weekends and some evenings

Aniseh Shapiro F CFI, CFII, MEI 972-881-1102
972-965-7999 7 days a week.

Dick Stephens M CFI, CFII, CONV 972-517-1647

Legend:
CFI: certificated flight instructor
CFII: certificated instrument flight instructor instrument
MEI: multi-engine flight instructor

SES: single engine seaplane instructor
CONV: conventional gear (traildragger) instructor
ATP:        Indicates that the instructor holds an
               Airline Transport Pilot rating

Instruction rate is $32/hour

Be Careful Driving To and From KTKI
Traffic! Traffic!

That alert can also apply on the ground. In your car as you leave the airport west bound (on Industrial Blvd.), watch that first 
intersection. Some of the left turners are out to get you. The East bound two turn lanes have arrows at first then go to green 
light.  Their sign says, “green light turn yield”. They don't always do that. I almost had a wreck there. Be alert that they don't 
get you. There isn't enough traffic coming out of the airport to make the East bound traffic aware that we are there. Fly safe 
and drive safe!

Dick Stephens
TFC Safety Officer

mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:mbaulch5@aol.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:mbaulch5@aol.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:desertspiritaviation@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:desertspiritaviation@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:eilts@ti.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:eilts@ti.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:habu5@verizon.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:habu5@verizon.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:adj1@airmail.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:adj1@airmail.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@experian.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@experian.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:sratliff2315@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:sratliff2315@tx.rr.com?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:dick@stephens-family.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
mailto:dick@stephens-family.net?subject=Flightlines%20Instructor%20Query
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thousand feet and building. The clear path was between them over the Clovis rocket range. We called the 
controlling authority and were cleared to “overfly” the restricted area. As we were just between the two 
storms the controller remarked that the storms sure looked big on her radar. We responded that she should 
see them out the window of a tiny little airplane. About that time the man with me said, “What was that?” To 
which I responded, “What?” He said, “A small white thing about the size of a cotton ball just passed”? I told 
him I was glad I didn’t see it because it sounded pretty scary since we were exactly between the two 
thunderstorms. The air was clear and smooth. I’m guessing that was a lone little hailstone, or maybe a soft 
“cotton ball”. I think we were very lucky that day. I don’t think I’ll go between big thunderstorms again.

I missed a ride in a Lockeed Starfighter (F-104B). In 1959 I was stationed at Hamilton AFB in Northern 
California. I was assigned as an aircraft maintenance officer to a consolidated maintenance squadron 
maintaining F-104’s, F-101’s, and F-89’s. Of course the F-104’s were the most exciting to a young 2ND Lt. 
We had 2 F-104B’s (two seaters). Another Lt. and I were promised a ride as the birds came out of 
maintenance for test flight. I lost the toss for the first ride and I was number two on the list. Captain Battle 
was the maintenance test pilot.

The Captain was ferrying an F-104 from Eglin AFB, Florida to Hamilton and attempted to fly over a 
thunderstorm in Arizona. He penetrated the storm at 50 thousand feet. He became unconscious in the 
turbulence. Regaining consciousness at 3 thousand feet with a flamed out engine, he tried one air start and 
then bailed out. After kicking free of the seat and deployed his chute and started the ride of his life. 

The thunderstorm kept him captive for about 45 minutes. Battle would come out of the bottom of the clouds 
and see the ground only to be sucked back up into the clouds. The hail pounded him and the rain was fierce.  
He was jerked and snapped at the end of the lanyards by the turbulence. He finally escaped the storm and 
was taken off of flying status for several months to recover from the near death experience. I was sent to 
Adana Turkey before Captain Battle was back on flying status and I missed my ride in a supersonic airplane.

The point is that we don’t know enough about thunderstorms and they are hard to predict. For now and for 
the foreseeable future, stay away from them. Cotton Balls can turn on you and get you.

Cotton Balls, continued from page 1
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Want to learn 
more about 
airplane 
ownership or 
help guide the 
direction of the 
TFC?  Consider 
joining the TFC 
Board of 
Directors!

TFC Board of Directors

Remember to complete the aircraft security items on our post-flight checklist.  The busy flying 
season is hear and there are more people at the airport and on the tarmac.  Keeping our 
aircraft secure is a priority for all club members:

• confirm electrical items are off (ignition, master, lights, radios, etc.)
• install gust lock(s) or secure yoke / pedals as appropriate to the aircraft.
• seat belts and harnesses secured (keeps them from hanging out the door)
• windows closed and locked
• passenger door closed and locked
• pilot door closed and locked
• tie downs attached

Aircraft Security Reminder

PresidentÕs Corner
Mother nature has parked a Bermuda High right over Texas.  
Any pilot will tell you H stands for Hot, Humid and Hazy, 
making it very good time to fly somewhere else.  So far this 
month, I’ve flown to/from Ohio to visit family.  My next 
cross-country is to Oshkosh, Wisconsin to visit friends and 
enjoy the 2010 EAA AirVenture.  What a fun place!

Where is your next adventure?  Maybe it’s time for a cross country to visit friends, family 
or just to see what’s out there?  Hope you get a chance to get out and enjoy the nice flying 
weather this month.  A safe pilot is one who stays proficient by flying!

See you around the airport!
Calvin

Office Member Phone E-mail

President Calvin Coffey 972-547-6711 calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net

Operations VP Fred Carvajal 972-562-2128 jhcarvajal@aol.com

Trainer Maintenance Thomas Fox 972-864-1155 tomas498@yahoo.com

X-C Maintenance Bob Neidweicki 214-697-5266 robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net

Membership VP Robert McLeod 972-424-0840 robert@productionguys.com

Communications Darren O’Rourke 214-282-6573 darreno@gmail.com

Controller Anton Quiroz 972-495-5850 antonq@ti.com

Treasurer Charles Weinberger, Sr 972-562-7586 c-weinberger@ti.com

Safety Officer Dick Stephens 972-270-1769 dick@stephens-family.net

Chief Instructor Richard Klein 972-424-2307 rsklein33@verizon.net

mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jhcarvajal@aol.com
mailto:jhcarvajal@aol.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net
mailto:robert@productionguys.com
mailto:robert@productionguys.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:antonq@ti.com
mailto:antonq@ti.com
mailto:c-weinberger@ti.com
mailto:c-weinberger@ti.com
mailto:moore1213@sbcglobal.net
mailto:moore1213@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com
mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com
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Tail Number Make / Model Rate/Hr

N6368K Cessna 150M Commuter $96.15

N7929U Cessna 150M Commuter $96.15

N737TY Cessna 172N Skyhawk $124.50

N733NB Cessna 172N/180 Superhawk $124.50

N7508J Piper PA-28R-180 Arrow $158.20

Hourly Rates for TFC Airplanes
Our fuel prices at McKinney 
Airport have increased to $5.49/
gallon.  The hourly rates to the 
right became effective 
07/01/2010.  The average 100LL 
price in our 6-state region is 
$4.69/gallon.  
Check 100LL.com and/or 
AirNAV.com for current fuel 
prices when planning your next 
cross-country flight.

TFC hourly rates are 
“wet tach hour” 

meaning fuel and oil 
costs are included and 

you pay based on 
engine usage, not on 

wall clock time.

Fuel 
Reimbursement
Offsite fuel 
purchases are 
currently reimbursed 
at $5.19/gal.  If you 
refuel at a lower 
price, you pocket the 
savings! 

Remember to enter 
the gallons 
purchased in the log 
book and write your 
member number on 
the receipt and place 
it in the box in the 
key locker.

Fuel Savings
Locator

Cutter 
Aviation at 

McKinney fuel 
price trends.

Comparative Fuel 
Prices Around 

DFW

information from

as of 07/19/2010

TKI $5.19

ADS $6.37

SWI $3.41

DTO $3.54

CPT $3.69

F46 $3.75

GVT $3.75

F00 $3.75

XBP $3.80

HQZ $3.85

GPM $3.90

XBP

F00

TKI

HQZ

GVT

GPM

SWI

DTO

CPT

F46

$3.00

$3.50

$4.00

$4.50

$5.00

$5.50

$6.00

$4.89 $4.89
$5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $4.99

$5.34 $5.34
$5.49 $5.49

$5.19

Jul 09 Aug 09 Sep 09 Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul10

ADS

http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
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THE TEXINS FLYING CLUB
P.O. Box 831311
Richardson, TX  75083-1311

Make your dreams of flight come true!

The TEXINS Flying Club is a subsidiary 
organization of the Dallas TEXINS Association, 
a non-profit organization.  Our purpose, as 
stated in our Constitution is “... to encourage 
interest in aviation, to advance the knowledge 
of the members in aeronautical and 
navigational subjects, and to bring to more 
people the social benefits and pleasure of 
flying.”

Club Calendar of Events
Aug 11 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Aug 14 (Saturday): KTKI Tower Chief, Dave Roesch, TFC Monthly Meeting at McKinney PAC, beginning at 9:30 
AM.

Sep 8 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Sep 11 (Saturday): American Eagle Analyst Patrick McLeod, TFC Monthly Meeting at McKinney PAC, beginning at 
9:30 AM.

Oct 6 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Oct 9 (Saturday): TFC Membership Meeting, at McKinney PAC, beginning at 9:30 AM.

Nov 10 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Download 
for your 

flight bag

http://www.texinsflying.org/assets/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf

August Club Meeting: TKI Tower Chief, Dave Roesch
Please join us at our August club meeting on Saturday, August 13, 9:30 AM as we 
welcome Dave Roesch (pronounced "rush").

Dave has been an air traffic  controller for more than 30 years and been the Air 
Traffic Manager (i.e. Tower Chief) at McKinney for the last 13+ years. Dave will be 
sharing  his thoughts on airport and aircraft operations, required "read back"  
information (from pilot to controller), proper radio phraseology and the difference 
between phrases like, "have the numbers", "have the ASOS",  etc.  He will also update 
us and give us his thoughts on the new control tower, which is set to start 
construction this month, and he will  listen to feedback from you with regard to 
improving the job that the  controllers do for us. Dave and his team work hard to 
keep us safe, so  don't miss this chance to interact with the chief controller.

Updated 04/2008

http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/reference/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf
http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/reference/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf

