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March 28 2010 is a day IÕll remember for a long time. My friend Matt Ford was 
in town working on the Dallas auditions for AmericaÕs Got Talent. He is a lighting 
designer for the television industry and is doing well in his career. One of the 
oddities about Matt is sine he is quite successful he has the ability to spend 
some money on a toy or two. He has the usual MacBook Pro and a fantastic 
camera plus his flip video camera in case the opportunity arises that he needs 
to shoot some High Def video.

The real interesting toy that he has built over the last 14 years is a real Level D 
737 simulator in his garage. IÕll keep this short but if you want to see more of 
MattÕs projects go to www.737sim.com. 

My Night in a Boeing 737 Simulator

737 Sim, continued on page 5

by Robert McLeod (TFC Membership VP)
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Updates on the 
maintenance work 

done on our aircraft 
over  the past month.

TFC Fleet Statistics

Fleet Maintenance
N6368K
05/07/10 Nose strut O rings replaced.
05/09/10 Landing light wire repaired.
05/13/10 New pitot cover installed.
05/28/10 100 hour inspection complete.

N7929U
05/27/10 padding added to seats, magnetos 
rebuilt and annual complete.
05/28/10 Weak radio replaced. New right main 
tire installed. Weak radio was not repairable. I 
purchased a good used radio for 1500.00 from 
Ferguson Avionics.

N737TY
05/17/10 New flap rollers installed.
.
N733NB
Annual inspection this month
05/18/10 Left Brake and Left air vent serviced.
05/23/10 Repaired rear position light and right 
position light.
05/27/10 Clearance of right aileron to wing tip 
increased.

7508J
Oil sump drain valves to be installed and 50 
hour oil change.

This table shows the total logged tach-hours for each of the TFC aircraft.

Aircraft Tach Log Reminder
Recently we have had some discrepancies with recording time in the tach logs for our aircraft, 
so now is a good time to review the tach log procedures for flying the planes.

In general, when you get in the plane after your walk-around, the first thing you should do is 
write your name and record the tach time (DIRECTLY FROM THE TACHOMETER, not from 
previous entry end time) in the start time box. When you return from your flight, ALWAYS 
record the ending tach time directly from the tachometer before exiting the plane. Do NOT 
estimate the time.

If the start time you recorded, does NOT match the end time please follow the procedure 
defined on our regulations page, which can be accessed here, http://www.texinsflyingclub.org/
html/regulations.php

¥  NEVER use the previous entry's end time to determine your start time in the tach log. 
Instead, write down the correct tach time directly from the tachometer.
¥  NEVER cross out or overwrite an entry in the tach log, if you make a mistake, you may cross 
out your entry and start over on the next line. If there is a discrepancy in the previous entry's 
end time and your start time, follow the "NO NAME IN TACH LOG" procedure outlined 
above resolve.
¥  NEVER base your total tach time on the estimated time you flew the plane or on the time 
you logged in your pilot's logbook. It should be based solely on the reading from the 
tachometer.
¥  ALWAYS remember that ultimately, you are responsible for ensuring that the tach times you 
write down in the log are correct. You could be responsible for paying the difference if the tach 
time is not correct.
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to become a balloon pilot including weather, 
communications, balloon systems, federal regulations, 
emergency preparedness, maps and navigation. No 
experience required Contact Shelly Caraway, 903-986-0933. 
Email Website Event ID: 14319

Jul 26 - Aug 1 Ñ Oshkosh, WI.  EAA Airventure 2010!!! 

Aug
Aug 7 Ñ Addison, TX. Addison Airport (ADS). Free BBQ 
Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invites 
you and a friend to spend a fun-filled afternoon at the 
airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your 
passion for aviation. Enjoy a free BBQ lunch and stay for the 
optional Wings seminar. All attendees will be given a 
certificate for 2 hours free VFR or IFR simulator session. 
Contact Mitch McCormack, 972-407-0295. Website Event 
ID: 14284

Aug 7 Ñ Pineville, LA. Pineville Municipal Airport (2L0). EAA 
Chapter 614 Pancake Breakfast. The best breakfast around. 
All you can eat - Pancakes, eggs, hash browns, sausage, grits, 
biscuits, gravy, coffee, milk or juice. Contact Nick 
Nicewarner, 318-452-0919. Email Website Event ID: 13431

July
Jul 10 Ñ Addison, TX. Addison Airport (ADS). Free BBQ 
Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invite 
you and a friend to spend a fun filled afternoon at the 
airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your 
passion for aviation. Enjoy a free BBQ Lunch and stay for the 
optional Wings Seminar. All attendees will be given a 
certificate for 2 hours free VFR or IFR simulator session. 
Contact Mitch McCormack, 972-407-0295. Website Event 
ID: 14218

Jul 10 Ñ Srping, TX. Hooks Airport (DWH). Free BBQ 
Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invite 
you and a friend to spend a fun filled afternoon at the 
airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your 
passion for aviation. Enjoy a free BBQ Lunch and stay for the 
optional Wings Seminar. All attendees will be given a 
certificate for 2 hours free VFR or IFR simulator session. 
Contact Shaun Lutton, 261-655-4500. Website Event ID: 
14217

Jul 11 - 15 Ñ Tyler, TX. Balloon Federation of America 
Summer Camp. Balloon Federation of America, Balloon 
Camp. The focus of the camps is to expose teens (ages 
13-18) to different aspects to the sport of ballooning with a 
special emphasis on safety. By the end of the camp, we will 
have covered topics that are part of normal ground school 

TFC Board Meeting Updates
Fall Private Pilot Ground School
The classrooms are reserved for this fallÕs 
private pilot ground school, if you are 
interested in attending or know someone who 
is interested in attending, please pass the word.

Demo Flight Gift Certificates
Gift certificates for demo flights are available 
for $59 each.  To purchase one, contact a club 
officer and/or an instructor.

Aircraft Cleaning
The Aircraft cleaning was a great success last 
month.  Look for some kind of aircraft cleaning 
event about once per month as long as the 
weather is good.

Fuel Price Adjustments To Be 
Reviewed Monthly
The Board voted in favor of reviewing the fuel 
prices at Cutter Aviation and automatically 
adjusting the rental and fuel reimbursement 

rates accordingly on the 1st of every month as 
long as there is a mimimum 5 cent change. For 
other adjustments to the rental rates (i.e. 
maintenance, insurance, hangar/tiedown fees) 
will be discussed and voted on during our 
monthly board meetings. If the need arises to 
adjust the fuel mid-month due to a sharp 
increase, we will take the appropriate measures 
as the board sees fit to maintain the 
sustainability of the club.

One way to save money while flying is to refuel 
offsite at a nearby airport.  Turn in your receipt 
and we will reimburse you at our club rate.

Regional Aviation Events Calendar
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TFC Member News & Notes
Be sure to tell your friends how great it is 
to be in the club!!!! Welcome to our new 
members!

¥ No New Members for this month.

If you have an important milestone or an 
interesting event (passed a checkride, got 
an endorsement, etc) Please let us know 
so we can pass it on to your fellow 
members.

Congrats to our newest private pilot!

¥  Valis Houston - 6/5/2010

TFC Instructors
Name Instructor Ratings Contact Schedule

Richard Klein M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-424-2307 7 days a week.

Mike Baulch M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV, SES 972-843-2208

Dinu Catona M CFI, CFII 469-214-7549
619-925-1118

Calvin Coffey M CFI, CFII, MEI, SES, ATP 972-547-6711 weekends and some weeknights

Hank Eilts M CFI, CFII, CONV 214-480-3581 weekends and weekday evenings

Rich Graham M CFI, ATP 972-491-0011 7 days a week

Art Jones M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-346-2646

Robert Niedwiecki M CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP 972-390-3363

Sherman Ratliff M CFI, CFII 469-220-5283 weekends and some evenings

Aniseh Shapiro F CFI, CFII, MEI 972-881-1102
972-965-7999

7 days a week.

Dick Stephens M CFI, CFII, CONV 972-517-1647

Legend:
CFI: certificated flight instructor
CFII: certificated instrument flight instructor instrument
MEI: multi-engine flight instructor

SES: single engine seaplane instructor
CONV: conventional gear (traildragger) instructor
ATP:        Indicates that the instructor holds an
               Airline Transport Pilot rating

Instruction rate is $32/hour

Squawk, Squawk, Squawk
Lately, pilots have been ignoring minor problem in our aircraft.  It seems we have gotten used to dealing with minor 
inconveniences that happen to occur in our planes by ignoring them or utilizing work arounds.  While it is heartening to hear 
that everyone seems to enjoy their time flying enough to ignore the minor issues that come up with our planes, we really do 
want to get all of the problems in the aircraft addressed.

When you find an issue with the airplane, no matter how minor or how insignificant you think it might be, please take a 
moment to let us know about it, by following the squawk procedures listed in the club rules.  Even if the item is nothing more 
than a cosmetic issue, PLEASE squawk it.  We cannot keep our fleet maintained and looking good to perspective new 
members unless we hear from the people that are flying our planes.  As a reminder, when you see a problem, make a note in 
the tach log and squawk the issue on our website.  Someone will address the issue in some form or other within 24 hours.



P A G E  5

T F C  F L I G H T L I N E S - J u n e  2 0 1 0

Matt is very well known in the Sim community and he knows a lot of people so it shouldnÕt have been a 
surprise when he told me that he had a surprise for me while he was in town. What I didnÕt know was that he 
was friends with the guy who maintains the Southwest Airlines 737 Simulators. He had arranged for us to 
get some time in their simulator, unaccompanied! The only problem was that we couldnÕt get in until after 
flight operations stopped for the day at 11PM. Since this was a once in a lifetime opportunity, I decided that 
my boss would understand if I came in to work late on Monday. 

We met at a steakhouse around the corner and headed in together. Earlier in the week, I got an email from 
Matt that had a pass, with a bar code on it, I had to print and bring with me. I gave my pass to the security 
guard at the gate and made my way to the flight operations building. Once we finally got to the sim, Matt 
began by showing us the layout. This is a real 737-800 cockpit except it doesnÕt have the rest of the plane to 
go with it. 

Once we finally got around to doing some flying, Matt set us up a takeoff from Love field. The one thing 
about the optics in a simulator is that it is highly accurate. You can find out more about the optics used if you 
look on MattÕs website and read some of the interviews he has done for other publications. When you try to 
look 1000 feet down the runway, you see 1000 feet down the runway. It is amazing. The drawback to this is 
it can cause vertigo and will give you a headache. I had to close my eyes several times before I finally got 
used to it. One of our instructors told me that when he went into the sim, he couldnÕt look at the screen to 
taxi because of the vertigo.

Once I was able to look and fly, it was so real that I would have been impressed without the motion turned 
on. With the motion added, you could blindfold someone, put them in this sim and ÒflyÓ somewhere and the 
person would think they actually took the trip. 

We started off with some simple pattern work. ItÕs not quite the same as flying one of our Cessnas. This 
thing weighs between 40 and 50 tons so you donÕt fly a ÒtightÓ pattern. You really need a lot of room to 
maneuver. I took off from Love Field and did a ÒnormalÓ landing. Matt was giving me all of the info I needed 
to make the approach from airspeed to flap settings. You really need a lot of flaps to put this thing down 
safely. From the operatorÕs console, you can throw any situation at the flight crew. Matt was kind to us on the 
first couple of flights so we could get used to it.

737 Sim, continued from page 1

737 Sim, continued on page 6
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I took a turn and my friend Todd took a turn in the left seat. Matt asked us if we wanted to try something real 
scary. I really didnÕt know what he was referring to but he took the left seat and loaded up the weather from 
the 1985 Delta 191 crash at DFW. You have to remember that before that crash, the term wind shear had 
never been used. This is a modern day airliner and it has shear detection but just because it has the 
detectors, doesnÕt mean that it make it any safer. Wind shear is wind shear. Since Matt has flown this 
scenario many times, he was able to fly out of it but I can tell you that because of the full motion this was a 
wild experience. With full power and flaps partially retracted, flying with a 12¡ nose up attitude, we were still 
dropping at about 1500 ft/min. I really learned how angry thunderstorms can get. One minute you are 
dropping 1500 ft/min and the next you are climbing at 2000 ft/min with nose down attitude. 

We later changed to do some more difficult flights such a MVFR from John Wayne Airport in Orange County 
California where I had a difficult time finding the runway because of clouds to Matt taking off and having an 
engine die right after takeoff. For that one, you have to remember to adjust your rudder trim because of the 
asymmetrical thrust.

Finally at about 3:30 AM, we decided that we couldnÕt miss the whole next day of work so we had to leave. 
Getting the chance to spend over 4 hours in a modern, full motion level D simulator was worth the baggy 
eyes all day at work. 

Matt shot some video and I have it posted on Youtube if you would like to see it. The URLs for the video are 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3eM4IPw7a8 and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dFlkRzUyuk

737 Sim, continued from page 5

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dFlkRzUyuk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dFlkRzUyuk
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Hmm, feeling hungry and you need some place to fly?  Here are a few nearby (<100nm from TKI) 
suggestionsÉ  For longer trips, check out http://www.funplacestofly.com  Bon-appetite!

32 nm from TKI:
  53F Ð Blue Hangar CafŽ 817-490-0058
  Located on the NE corner Ð Open lunch everyday, breakfast on Saturday
34 nm from TKI:
  GYI Ð Area 51 restaurant (903) 786-6373
  Located on the SE corner - Open 11-8 Monday-Saturday
37 nm from TKI:
  GLE Ð courtesy cars at FBO 940-668-4565
  2 BBQ restaurants within 2 miles, Outlet factory mall 5 minutes away
40 nm from TKI:
  T67 Ð Rio Concho Aviation CafŽ 817-439-1041
  Located in the terminal building NE corner of airport
42 nm from TKI:
  3T0 Ð Cedar Mills Marina & Resort 903-523-4222
  1/4mi easy walk from E-W grass runway - Open Wed Ð Sun
49 nm from TKI:
  SLR Ð Red Barn Restaurant 903-885-3332
  1/4mi easy walk across street Ð Open Wed Ð Sun
  Courtesy cars available at FBO Mon-Sat for other locations
50nm from TKI:
  LUD Ð Decatur 940-627-1050
  Courtesy cars available for local dinning
75 nm from TKI:
  TYR Ð Skyline CafŽ 903-593-7455
  In the old terminal building next to Historic Aviation Memorial Museum
  Breakfast and lunch, from 7:30-2 Mon - Sat and 11-3 on Sun.
78 nm from TKI:
  ADM Ð Blue Pig BBQ 580-389-5555
  South of control tower in terminal building 
  Open Mon - Thur 10:41-4:11, Fri - Sat 10:41-8:39.

For even more fun and adventure, check out http://www.adventurepilot.com as well.

Happy Flying!

Fun Places to Fly and Eat!

http://www.funplacestofly.com
http://www.funplacestofly.com
http://www.adventurepilot.com
http://www.adventurepilot.com
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Want to learn 
more about 
airplane 
ownership or 
help guide the 
direction of the 
TFC?  Consider 
joining the TFC 
Board of 
Directors!

TFC Board of Directors

Remember to complete the aircraft security items on our post-flight checklist.  The busy flying 
season is hear and there are more people at the airport and on the tarmac.  Keeping our 
aircraft secure is a priority for all club members:

¥ confirm electrical items are off (ignition, master, lights, radios, etc.)
¥ install gust lock(s) or secure yoke / pedals as appropriate to the aircraft.
¥ seat belts and harnesses secured (keeps them from hanging out the door)
¥ windows closed and locked
¥ passenger door closed and locked
¥ pilot door closed and locked
¥ tie downs attached

Aircraft Security Reminder

PresidentÕs Corner
Seems like the adventure bug has bitten some of our local 
aviators!  Micheal Combes (Plano) is half way now on his 50 
state adventure in a Remos Light Sport.  Sunday, Butch Smith 
(Plano), Glen Smith (Frisco) and Mark David (McKinney) 
started a around the world flight in a King Air 90.  Not that 
many years ago, city councilman Pete Huff (McKinney) built a 
White Lightning and flew it to France and back!  The preparation for these flights takes 
many hours of what-if planning and practice.  

This month I have included a few local 100-dollar hamburger destinations to help get you 
started on your future flying adventures. 

See you around the airport!
Calvin

Office Member Phone E-mail

President Calvin Coffey 972-547-6711 calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net

Operations VP Fred Carvajal 972-562-2128 jhcarvajal@aol.com

Trainer Maintenance Thomas Fox 972-864-1155 tomas498@yahoo.com

X-C Maintenance Bob Neidweicki 214-697-5266 robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net

Membership VP Robert McLeod 972-424-0840 robert@productionguys.com

Communications Darren OÕRourke 214-282-6573 darreno@gmail.com

Controller Anton Quiroz 972-495-5850 antonq@ti.com

Treasurer Charles Weinberger, Sr972-562-7586 c-weinberger@ti.com

Safety Officer Dick Stephens 972-270-1769 dick@stephens-family.net

Chief Instructor Richard Klein 972-424-2307 rsklein33@verizon.net

mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jhcarvajal@aol.com
mailto:jhcarvajal@aol.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net
mailto:robert.niedwiecki@verizon.net
mailto:robert@productionguys.com
mailto:robert@productionguys.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:darreno@gmail.com
mailto:antonq@ti.com
mailto:antonq@ti.com
mailto:c-weinberger@ti.com
mailto:c-weinberger@ti.com
mailto:moore1213@sbcglobal.net
mailto:moore1213@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com
mailto:rsklein3@tx.rr.com
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Tail Number Make / Model Rate/Hr

N6368K Cessna 150M Commuter $98.25

N7929U Cessna 150M Commuter $98.25

N737TY Cessna 172N Skyhawk $127.20

N733NB Cessna 172N/180 Superhawk$127.20

N7508J Piper PA-28R-180 Arrow $161.35

Hourly Rates for TFC Airplanes
Our fuel prices at McKinney 
Airport have increased to $5.49/
gallon.  The hourly rates to the 
right became effective 
06/07/2010.  The average 100LL 
price in our 6-state region is 
$4.73/gallon.  
Check 100LL.com and/or 
AirNAV.com for current fuel 
prices when planning your next 
cross-country flight.

TFC hourly rates are 
Òwet tach hourÓ 

meaning fuel and oil 
costs are included and 

you pay based on 
engine usage, not on 

wall clock time.

Fuel 
Reimbursement

Offsite fuel 
purchases are 
currently reimbursed 
at $5.49/gal.  If you 
refuel at a lower 
price, you pocket the 
savings! 

Remember to enter 
the gallons 
purchased in the log 
book and write your 
member number on 
the receipt and place 
it in the box in the 
key locker.

Fuel Savings
Locator

Cutter 
Aviation at 

McKinney fuel 
price trends.

Comparative Fuel 
Prices Around 

DFW

information from

as of 06/07/2010

TKI $5.29

ADS $6.30

SWI $3.41

DTO $3.49

CPT $3.59

F46 $3.75

GVT $3.75

F00 $3.75

XBP $3.80

HQZ $3.85

GPM $3.90

XBP

F00

TKI

HQZ

GVT

GPM

SWI

DTO

CPT

F46

$3.00

$3.50

$4.00

$4.50

$5.00

$5.50

$6.00

$4.59
$4.89 $4.89

$5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $5.09 $4.99

$5.34 $5.34
$5.49 $5.49

Jun 09 Jul 09 Aug 09 Sep 09 Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10

ADS

http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
http://www.100ll.com
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THE TEXINS FLYING CLUB
P.O. Box 831311
Richardson, TX  75083-1311

Make your dreams of flight come true!

The TEXINS Flying Club is a subsidiary 
organization of the Dallas TEXINS Association, 
a non-profit organization.  Our purpose, as 
stated in our Constitution is Ò... to encourage 
interest in aviation, to advance the knowledge 
of the members in aeronautical and 
navigational subjects, and to bring to more 
people the social benefits and pleasure of 
flying.Ó

Club Calendar of Events
Jun 9 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Jun 12 (Saturday): Tour of TI Corporate Jet and Mid-Year Board of Directors Elections, TFC Monthly Meeting at 
Cutter Aviation Upstairs Conference Room, beginning at 9:30 AM.

Jul 7 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Jul 10 (Saturday): American Eagle Analyst Patrick McLeod, TFC Monthly Meeting at McKinney PAC, beginning at 
9:30 AM.

Aug 11 (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LER Schimelpfenig Library, 5024 Custer Rd, Plano, TX.  All 
members welcome.

Jul 14 (Saturday): KTKI Tower Chief, Dave Roesch, TFC Monthly Meeting at McKinney PAC, beginning at 9:30 AM.

Download 
for your 

ßight bag

http://www.texinsflying.org/assets/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf

June Club Meeting: Mid-Year Elections and TI Jet
Join us on Saturday, June 12; We will have our Mid-Year Elections for the following 
positions: Operations Vice-President, Flight Safety Officer, Trainer Maintenance 
Officer, and Treasurer.  Immediately after the club meeting, we will go on a tour of the 
Texas Instruments Corporate Jet, a Global Express.  This tour is limited to 30 
people, so please show up early.

This monthÕs meeting has been moved to the conference room at Cutter Aviation at 
the airport. Please meet at the terminal at KTKI and go to the upstairs conference 
room.

Updated 04/2008

http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/reference/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf
http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/reference/TFC_Contact_Card.pdf

